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They call it the Residential Surgery: it entails the

restructuring, renovation and furnishing of a series of

apartments in and around NewYork City.

The main intervention is aimed at creating logical cir-

culation through the spaces based on the residents’

lifestyle. Surgery 8 is a New York apartment for a

family with three children recently overhauled in that

vein by De-spec, headed by Farnaz Mansuri.

RESIDENTIAL SURGERY 8 IN

NEW YORK CITY

TToopp  ooff  ppaaggee::  tthhee  ddiinniinngg  rroooomm  wwhhiicchh  flfloowwss  iinnttoo  tthhee  lliivviinngg  aarreeaa  iinn  DDee--ssppeecc’’ss  SSuurrggeerryy  88  pprroojjeecctt  iinn
NNeeww  YYoorrkk..  TThhee  ddeessiiggnneerrss’’  mmeetthhoodd  cceennttrreess  oonn  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  nneeww,,  uunniiqquuee  eexxppeerriieennccee..  AAbboovvee  tthhee
ssooffaa,,  aa  wwoorrkk  bbyy  EEvvee  SSuussssmmaann..  TThhee  aarrttwwoorrkk  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt  iiss  bbyy  CChhrriiss  GGeennttiillee  aanndd,,  oonn  tthhee  rriigghhtt,,  bbyy
AAnnnnee  CCoolllliieerr..  AAbboovvee::  lleefftt,,  FFaarrnnaazz  MMaannssuurrii,,  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  aanndd  lleeaadd  ddeessiiggnneerr  aatt  DDee--ssppeecc..  SShhee  iiss  aa  mmeemm--
bbeerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  AArrcchhiitteeccttss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  bbeeiinngg  oonn  tthhee  bbooaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  TThhee--
aattrree  CCoommppaannyy  aanndd  aann  aaccttiivvee  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  BBaahhaa’’ii  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  NNeexxtt::  lleeaadd  ddeessiiggnneerr  TToomm  SShheeaa..  
OOtthheerr  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ddeessiiggnn  tteeaamm  aarree  AAlleevv  DDeemmeerriill  ffoorr  iinntteerriioorr  ddeeccoorraattiioonn,,  MMiicchhaaeell  LLaauu  ffoorr  tthhee
ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  rreennddeerriinngg  aanndd  wweebb  ppaaggeess,,  MMiinnaakkoo  KKaasshhiiwwaabbaarraa,,  ddeessiiggnneerr  aanndd  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ddeettaaiill  ccoonn--
ssuullttaanntt,,  GGhhiissllaaiinnee  NNgg  oofffificcee  mmaannaaggeerr,,  aanndd  GGeeoorrggiinnaa  RRoosssseellll  ffoorr  bbuussiinneessss  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..  
TToopp  rriigghhtt::  tthhee  ddiinniinngg  rroooomm  aanndd  bbeellooww  tthhaatt,,  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  wwiitthh  aa  pphhoottoo  bbyy  EEvvee  SSuussssmmaann..--
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De-spec, with headquarters in the heart of New York’s Chelsea Art District, was established by Far-
naz Manuri in 2002. The studio comprises a relatively small team of experts who have gained expe-
rience in different parts of the world in the fields of architecture and interior design. Four architects
and designers work there, as well as a design librarian and a graphic designer, addressing an enti-
rely different approach to the design idea. Apart from residential undertakings, they specialise in re-
tail, medi-spa and hospitality projects.
Instead of taking an objectified architectural approach to a specific problem, they prefer to ‘choreo-
graph’ rooms and thus achieve the desired experience of the space. 
Farnaz: “We do not design an object or ‘container’ from the bird’s eye view, we explore the design from
within. By applying that ‘inside-out’ approach, we reach the essence of the space and the atmos-
phere it emanates. It means that design is not an ‘overlay’, but an interactive totality between desig-
ners and clients.”
The name ‘De-spec’ is derived from the word de-speculative – the complete opposite to speculative
programming aimed at reaching for an ideal of universal space which Farnaz believes all too often re-
sults in generic solutions. 
“We exercise ‘de-speculating’ to most of our projects, as a form of de-constructivism. We take ideas

of radical Functionalism to provide our clients with intelligent, innovative and exciting solutions.”
Surgery 8 is the renovation of an old apartment for a family with three children. The idea was to cre-
ate four bedrooms, a living room, study plus library, kitchen and dining area within the original fra-
mework. In addition, sufficient wall space was required for the owners’ artworks. The ‘surgery’
entailed the reconfiguration of the architectural plan to meet those requirements. Walls were repo-
sitioned ingeniously to avoid a feeling of cramped spaces and, accordingly, rooms have acquired a
multi-functional character and now flow together: for example, the hallway also doubles as a library.
For visual tranquillity, the colour scheme has been reduced to varying shades of white. The living and
dining room have been designed with a minimum of furniture, while the artworks on the walls reflect
the geometry of the spaces. The art was chosen by the clients with input from Farnaz, the idea being
to rotate the artworks and objects at regular intervals.

TThhee  pphhoottooss  ggiivvee  aann  iimmpprreessssiioonn  ooff  hhooww  DDee--ssppeecc  hhaass  ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  tthhee
rroooommss  iinn  aann  oolldd  aappaarrttmmeenntt  iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk’’ss  CChheellsseeaa  iinnttoo  aa  sseerriieess  ooff
mmuullttii--ffuunnccttiioonnaall  ssppaacceess  wwhhiicchh  flflooww  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  llooggiiccaall  ffaasshhiioonn..  IInn
oorrddeerr  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  sseennssee  ooff  ttrraannqquuiilllliittyy,,  tthhee  ddeessiiggnneerrss  oopptteedd  ffoorr  aa
ccoolloouurr  ppaalleettttee  ooff  wwhhiitteess..  TThhee  aarrttwwoorrkkss,,  ccaarreeffuullllyy  cchhoosseenn  aanndd  wwiitthh
iinnppuutt  ffrroomm  FFaarrnnaazz  MMaannssuurrii,,  aarree  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  aacccceennttuuaattee  tthhee  flflooww
aanndd  iinntteerraaccttiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ssppaacceess..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  cclliieennttss
rreeqquuiirreedd  qquuiittee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  rroooommss,,  tthhee  llooggiiccaall  ttrraannssiittiioonn  ffrroomm  oonnee
ssppaaccee  ttoo  aannootthheerr  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoowwhheerree  aa  ccrraammppeedd  iimm--
pprreessssiioonn..  TThhee  aarrttwwoorrkk  iinn  tthhee  ccoorrrriiddoorr  iiss  bbyy  GGuuyy  LLiimmoonnee..  IInn  tthhee
pphhoottoo  ttoopp  rriigghhtt,,  aa  wwoorrkk  bbyy  SSaamm  SSaammoorree..  


