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making of a star

Two of hospitality design’s very own, Casey Noble and Michael
Moeller, are facing off this season on HGTV'’s Design Star. “It's
a bunch of good looking, talented (well most of us) people
running around like chickens with their head’s cut off designing
their way out of a paper bag—well figuratively speaking,” says
BBGM alum Moeller, founder of his namesake New York firm.

For Noble, co-founder of Los Angeles-based | Heart
Design by Avenue and formerly of HBA, the show has taught
her to design quickly. “I’'m not a design-on-the-fly kinda girl, but
each challenge required so many design decisions to be made
in a matter of minutes. I've always said that 90 percent of being
a good designer is confidence, and this was a great opportunity
to put that into practice.”

ROOF WITH A VIEW

The Kimberly Hotel is the newest entrant in the New York
war of the rooftops with the recent opening of Upstairs.
And to turn the hotel’s 31st floor into an urban oasis,
the owner turned to an unlikely source: designer Farnaz
Mansuri, who with her New York firm de-spec, had never
done a bar before.

With a design brief to connect the existing ground
floor restaurant and the roof, while at the same time
create a unigue rooftop experience, Mansuri decided to

design a space that would age gracefully, and capture “This is a project where | imagined the guests, at
the spirit of New York. She employed embossed bronze day and at night, would remember the legacy of New
panels that are die cut floral and backlit; a wine cellar York, where artists, actors, business men, and tourists
lobby that recalls the stone stripe pattern of Florence make their rounds in midtown,” she says, adding that she
and the embossed metal walls of the in-view Chrysler worked on the project with architect Frank Denner as well
building; layered theatrical lighting (carnival lights, street as the owner’s in-house designer and procurement team.

lamps) with the help of lighting designer Brian Orter; and

created a living wall and trellis.



ROOF WITH A VIEW

The Kimberly Hotel is the newest entrant in the New York
war of the rooftops with the recent opening of Upstairs.
And to turn the hotel’s 31st floor into an urban oasis,

the owner turned to an unlikely source: designer Farnaz
Mansuri, who with her New York firm de-spec, had never
done a bar before.

With a design brief to connect the existing ground
floor restaurant and the roof, while at the same time
create a unique rooftop experience, Mansuri decided to
design a space that would age gracefully, and capture
the spirit of New York. She employed embossed bronze
panels that are die cut floral and backlit; a wine cellar
lobby that recalls the stone stripe pattern of Florence
and the embossed metal walls of the in-view Chrysler
building; layered theatrical lighting (carnival lights, street
lamps) with the help of lighting designer Brian Orter; and
created a living wall and trellis.

“This is a project where | imagined the guests, at
day and at night, would remember the legacy of New
York, where artists, actors, business men, and tourists
make their rounds in midtown," she says, adding that she
worked on the project with architect Frank Denner as well
as the owner’s in-house designer and procurement team.
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